
Mrs. Zayed

Summit Mathematics

Welcome to the 8th Grade Summit Math Class.  This course is centered on inquiry-based instruction, real life applications, and teaching multiple learning strategies, which as a teacher, I have always strived for.  I will utilize this approach, but also direct and individualized instruction as well in order to create a balanced and differentiated approach to classroom instruction.

Topics to be covered:

· Numbers and Expressions

· Equations and Functions

· Linear and Exponential Relationships

· Polynomials Expressions and Equations

· Functions-Quadratics, Absolute Value, Square and Cube Root

· Statistics

Resources: 


· Engage NY, New Jersey Center for Teaching & Learning, and Utah Middle School Math Project are sites that provide additional resources that are consistent with the Common Core Standards.
· Algebra 1 Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.

The textbook can be found online at http://my.hrw.com.  Students will have a given username and password to access the textbook and other features such as real-life videos as well as concept review videos to help with homework.  Some homework assignments can also be done online as well.

· Video lessons from Khan Academy and videos that I have created to implement in the classroom.

Grading Scale:

90-100=A

80-89=B






70-79=C

60-69=D

59-50=F

Supplies: 

You are required to bring the following supplies with you on a daily basis:

1.
At least two pencils

2.
Red pen/pencil for corrections

3.
Spiral notebook 

4.   Loose leaf paper

5.
TI 30 Calculator

6.
Graph paper 

7.   Headphones/earbuds

8.   Protractor 

Classroom Rules: 

In addition to the school’s PBIS expectations, students need to remember the following: 

1. Be on time.

2. Come to class prepared.

3. Listen carefully, and quickly follow my directions.

4. Treat classroom and people with respect. Use polite and appropriate 

language.
Offensive, derogatory, and profane terms are not tolerated.  To have a

safe classroom environment where all students feel comfortable, I will not allow

put downs, swear words, or slang words with demeaning connotations.

      5.  Do not ask to leave the room unless it’s an emergency.

      6.  Never line up at the door before dismissal
    Please remain in your seat until I have dismissed you.  Never line up at the door

 before dismissal.  Remember, I dismiss you, not the bell.
 

      7.  Do not cheat, plagiarize, or copy work
Cheating is completely unacceptable.  If I see you cheating on any assignment… even for another class… I will give you the lowest score possible and report the incident to the other teacher (if applicable) as well as to administration and parents. The student will not have an opportunity to re-do the work for credit, and it will be noted in Powerschool. If you allow someone to copy your work, the same consequences will apply. 

Consequences for inappropriate behavior:

1st Offense:  Verbal warning
2nd Offense:  Student conference and/or call home
3rd Offense:  Call home, issue a Discipline Referral

*Severe Clause:  Student will be sent to the office immediately for fighting or gross insubordination

Student Expectations/Responsibilities: 

To be successful in this class, it is imperative that a student not only follows the classroom rules above, but that they should also have a good work ethic and exhibit good studying habits:  

1. View the assigned videos and take accurate notes.  The videos are intended to introduce a concept, so that class time can be spent on applying these skills.  If a student fails to view the assigned videos, they may not be able to participate during these activities.

2. Take notes daily in their math spiral.  Note taking is a very important skill, especially in math.  Accurate notes will help with practicing math skills in class and at home.  It will also help prepare students for major assessments.

3. Complete bell work.  Bell work is intended to review concepts from the previous and current school year.  Please understand that with math, new skills are built on previous ones.  So, it is important to remember these skills so that you can be successful moving forward.

4. Complete all practice assignments.  I cannot stress the importance of practice in a math class. This practice allows the student to prepare for upcoming assessments.  If a student fails to complete these practice assignments, they may struggle with these assessments.

5. Complete their own work, copying will not be tolerated.

6. Seek out additional help if they are not comfortable with the concept at hand. I am available for help in the morning or afterschool.  

Homework:  Each assignment is designed to work on skills, just like practice for an athlete or musician.  That is why homework will be referred to as practice.
· All practices will be posted daily on my webpage-under downloads, labeled Practice Page
· Failure to complete 3 practice assignments will result in a major detention and a loss of extracurricular activities.
· Students will be responsible for grading their own practice assignments.  It is important that they are honest when checking their work and to ask questions when necessary.  Once again, failure to do so may result in students struggling with the assessments. 
· Students can correct practice assignments.  Students are to complete corrections on a separate sheet of paper with appropriate work.  Students are to attach the original to the corrections and turn it in by the next school day.  Practice corrections will not be accepted beyond that time.
Summative Reassessments:

· Students will have the opportunity for a summative reassessment when they have earned a D/F on that assessment (or one reassessment per quarter for grade of C or higher).

     See attached Reassessement Form.  

***IMPORTANT***

SHOWING WORK:  Students must show work on all practice assignments and assessments.  Seeing students’ steps is an important part in assessing their progress.  It is through the work that I can find areas of strengths as well as their weaknesses.  Students that do not show the necessary work will lose points on the practice assignments and assessments.

Absences:

· If a student is absent it is their responsibility to make up any missing work-this includes notes, practice assignments, and assessments.

· Students should view the assigned video(s) and take notes for the days they missed.

· In class notes are to be copied from another classmate on your own.

· Practice assignments will be posted on the web page.

· The absent policy in the hand book will be followed.

· Assessments need to be made up during class or after school. These assessments     

      must be made up within the time frame the handbook allows.  

Parent Expectations:

· Parents are expected to encourage their child to view the assigned videos, and to take accurate notes.

· As parents, we encourage our children to go to cheer, football, baseball practice, etc.  It is important that the practice assignments I give my students are treated the same way so that your child can see the value of practicing the skills so that they can be ready for game day-the assessment. 

· Parents are expected to check their child’s assignment notebook and/or my Practice Page on the school’s website, daily (If necessary).

· Parents are expected to check their child’s grade on Power School weekly.

· Parents are expected to encourage their child to seek extra help if they are struggling (extra help includes, but it is not limited to, study hall and academic assistance).

Teacher Responsibility and Expectations:

· Teacher will update Power School at least once a week.

· Teacher will work with the parent and the struggling student.

· Teacher will provide additional help when needed.

I have HIGH EXPECTATIONS of all my students.  I believe each and every one of you can do well in this class.  If you pay attention, practice, and ask questions you should be fine.

Remember, this school year is what you make it out to be.  Work hard, take responsibility for yourself and actions, and use the tools that are provided to you to ensure a successful school year.

The above information regarding Mrs. Zayed’s Math class has been reviewed and discussed.

_____________________________

                       _______________________
Student Name






Parent/Guardian Name

_____________________________



_______________________

Student Signature 





Parent/Guardian Signature

____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian E-mail (Please Print Neatly)

_____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Contact Number

Name: _______________________________________
Date: _______________
Period: _____ Rev. 6/19
Summative Reassessment Form
Please fill out this form to reassess your summative assessment. You are expected to follow the steps outlined here for your opportunity to reassess. 

[image: image1.jpg]ACTIVE STUDY TASKS

Develop study sheets & mind maps

Make flash cards containing questions, formulas,
problems, etc. & use them to help you review concepts

Do study guides, chapter review questions, or work
problems

Mark textbook or take notes

Summarize, list steps, or explain significance of new
ideas

Predict & answer test questions
Prepare material for and participate in a study group
Organize the material so it makes sense to you





Assessment Title: ______________________________ Class: _____________ Score: _______

Steps to take for the opportunity to reassess:

1. The NEWEST score will be recorded in the gradebook, even if the most recent score is lower than the original.  Reassessment format may not be the same as the original assessment given.

2. Complete this form with student and parent signature. All areas of this form need to be completed in complete sentences with specific details.

3.  Return all missing/incomplete/LATE assignments attached to this form within 3 days of receiving this form.  

4. Students must redo the assessment within 5 days during academic behavioral study hall (ABS) from when the assessment is handed back. Students will only receive one day to complete this reassessment.  

5. NO redo/reassessment will be provided during the last week of a quarter.
6. If any of the above steps are not completed, then the students have chosen to forfeit the opportunity to take the reassessment.

***Each reassessment will be considered on a case by case basis using teacher’s discretion***

1. What steps did you take to prepare for the original assessment (studying)? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Why do you believe you earned the score you did? Give three reasons.  

 ________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Here are some ideas for study tools for daily preparation:

[image: image2.png]jntelligence Type Study Strategies

Kinesthetic learners Typing out your notes as you read
'Walking while reading (watch out for obstacles!)

Keeping your hands busy with a stress ball, yo-yo, or
other small object as you read




               





Teacher signature: __________________________________________________
Date:______________

Student signature: __________________________________________________
Date:______________

Parent signature: ________________________________________________      Date: _____________
Preparing for a Math Test


Make a List of Important Concepts/Formulas.  Review video lessons, your notes, and make a concise list of important concepts and formulas.  Make sure you know these formulas and more importantly how to use them!


Rework Homework Problems.  Do not just read over the homework problems.  Actually rework them.  Writing down the steps will help you to remember them.  Make sure that you try to do the problems without looking at the solutions.


Rework Book/Notes Examples.  Cover up the solutions to book or note examples and try to rework them.  When looking for problems from the book don’t forget that most books have a review section at the end of each chapter that usually contains more problems.


Look for Identifying Characteristics in Problems.  While doing your homework you knew which section it came out of.  This provided some clues as to the solution process.  During an exam you won’t have this to help you.  So, while reviewing your homework look for identifying characteristics that will give you clues on how to identify that kind of problem.


Take a Practice Exam.  Find some problems and treat them like practice test.  Give yourself a time limit and don’t use your notes or book.












