
Welcome  

Welcome to fourth grade!  What a year it is going to be!  I am not only    

excited to be here, but I promise to do my best to help you be as            

successful as you can be!  Included in this handout is information on        

curriculum, policies, homework, etc.  Please feel free to contact me if you 

have any questions or concerns. 
Phone Number:  815-469-6993 Extension 1124 
Email: dcapps@summithil.org 

District Policies & Routines 

District grading scale: 

A = 90% - 100%     B = 80% - 89%    C = 70% - 79%     D = 60% - 69%           F = Below 60% 
 
Homework 

Homework may be reinforcement of the school day’s lessons, review of previous skills, or          

enrichment activities.  Students will generally have approximately 40-50 minutes of homework 4 

days a week.  Students will need to turn in all work on time.  In the event that an assignment is 

not complete, students will be expected to make up the assignment the following night.  The 

use of recess for make-up and missing work will be up to teacher discretion. This will help          

optimize your student’s learning time in class and prevent them from  falling behind.  Students 

will begin each quarter with a set of letters that spell out TRAILBLAZERS.  Students can lose letters 

from missing work/materials.  At the end of each quarter, students that still have at least one    

letter remaining will participate in a 4th grade reward.  It will be the responsibility of the student 

to keep track of letters and work hard to earn this reward. 
 
Formative vs. Summative Assessments 

Powerschool is the program our district uses to calculate and record student grades.  Currently, 

there are 2 categories in Powerschool, formative and summative.  Scores entered as a          

formative will be averaged and count towards 25% of the final grade. The goal of this               

assessment is to provide feedback for the students, teachers, and parents/guardians to plan for 

learning.  The summative category will include assessments of learning to determine if the       

student has acquired/mastered the skill(s).  Scores entered as a summative will be averaged  

together and count towards 75% of the final grade. 
 
Student Responsibility/Policies 

Students are not allowed to bring toys, stuffed animals, etc. to class.  If your student would like to 

bring in something educational to share with the class, please seek teacher permission first.  

Weapons of any kind are prohibited in school.  This includes weapon look-alikes, toys, or hand 

gestures.  Please continuously check backpacks and lunch bags to ensure such items are not 

brought into the school.  Athletic shoes and appropriate clothing should be worn for P.E.  The 

student dress code is outlined in the school handbook. Your student’s health and 

safety is very important to us.  Any treats brought in to the building for free         

distribution- birthdays, holidays, etc., need to fall within the district guidelines, 

and they must be approved by the principal at least 2 days in advance. Any 

changes in transportation need to be sent directly to the office.  They will then 

notify me.  This helps prevent complications if there is a substitute in the         

classroom. 
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Communication 

Assignment Notebooks 

Assignment notebooks should be completed by the students each day and checked 

by parents/guardians.  In the beginning of the school year, I will check assignment   

notebooks for accuracy. As the school year progresses, students will become more     

independently responsible for this task. 
 

Newsletter 

Newsletters will be emailed to parents/guardians each week and posted on my teacher 

webpage.  Newsletter Information will include important dates/upcoming events, academic 

information, and reminders of available resources 
 

Teacher Webpage 

The district website has been updated.  Teacher pages will now include an area for upcoming 

events/dates, assignments, homework documents/downloads, and additional resources.  I also 

have a teacher webpage at cappsclass161.weebly.com.  This webpage has an abundance of 

resources, videos, posters, etc. for all subject areas.  I will continue to add to it throughout the 

year. 
 

Growth Mindset 

Growth Mindset 

A person has a growth mindset when they believe that their intelligence and basic abilities can 

be improved through hard work, dedication, and positivity. “When students believe they can 

get smarter, they understand that effort makes them stronger.  Therefore they put in extra time 

and effort, and that leads to higher achievement.” ~Mindset Work (http://

www.mindsetworks.com/science/) Students with a growth mindset are more likely to take risks, 

learn from mistakes, choose challenges, learn more, learn quicker, look for feedback, and be 

motivated to succeed.  Please talk with your student about this philosophy throughout the year.  

We will discuss it often in class and use it to guide our lessons and curriculum.  You will especially 

see this connection through our Reading and Math curriculum and routines.  
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Curriculum 

Reading 
Students will focus on the common core grade 4 standards.  We will spend several weeks 

focusing on 1-3 skills.  Students will begin each skill learning as a whole class. As we build on 

these skills, students will practice connecting the skill to leveled novels within guided reading 

groups, reading passages, listening comprehension, and projects.  With each skill, students 

will be expected to complete 2-4 formatives prior to the skill summative.  To encourage and 

develop a growth mindset, students will be provided choices and feedback when          

completing these formatives.  Students will be given choices of passages,          

organizers, and activities that can be completed to show an understanding of 

the specific skill.  If the student feels the grade earned reflects their ability, this 

score will be entered into Power School.  If the student does not feel this is the 

case, he/she can choose to complete another activity to demonstrate              

understanding.  As a parent/guardian, you will know this  assignment is taken for 

a grade when you see a “Formative” stamp on the top along with a number.  

Students will bring this home for you to sign, and it will be returned to class to be 

stored in learning portfolios.   At the end of a skill(s) unit, students will complete a 

summative covering the skill(s) practiced.   

 

Language 
Students will work on skills in isolation, along with application to writing.  Skills will be discussed 

as a whole class, reviewed in small groups, and practiced independently.  Students will 

complete a variety of formatives to check for understanding before completing a           

summative to demonstrate understanding.  As students build on these language skills, we 

will begin to add them into our writing expectations.   

 

Spelling 
Spelling will be a mix of spelling patterns and language skills.  Students will not take weekly 

spelling assessments.  The lists will depend on current skill focus and student needs.              

Information regarding these assessments will appear in weekly newsletters.  

 

Math 
Students will continue to use “Go Math” and additional resources as we focus on the grade 

4 common core standards.  Students will complete weekly/bi-weekly formative assessments 

after completing 1-3 lessons in class. As with Reading, students will also be given the          

opportunity to take another formative covering the same skills if they feel they can do      

better or have shown growth.   Homework will generally not be taken as a formative          

assessment.  It is a tool to hold students accountable for practicing skills and provide          

immediate feedback regarding each skill.  This, along with formative assessments, will guide 

student instruction/classroom activities and practice at home to help prepare students for 

success on the summative assessment.  Summative assessments will include a larger number 

of skills that have been practiced and assessed formatively. Once again, these assessments 

will be communicated through my newsletter, webpage, and assignment notebooks. 
 

 

 



Curriculum 

Science 

Students will use STEMScopes (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) and  

other resources that focus on NGSS (Next Generation Science Standards).  Students 

will not have a textbook for Science.  Resources connected to topics will be kept in 

Science spirals and/or can be found on the STEMScopes      

website.  As we move through the year, please check that you 

are able to access the STEMScopes website and utilize the       

resources provided for students.  The link for this website can be 

found on my Weebly webpage and student login information 

will be coming home soon.  Formative assessments will include 

discussion questions and other classroom activities completed 

throughout a unit of study.  Summative assessments will look     

similar to tests from previous grades/school years and will          

include any major projects completed.   

 
Social Studies 

Students will use a District-created curriculum focusing on Westward Expansion, Civil 

War, and Illinois History.  Information and resources will be kept in student spirals.  

Formative assessments will include discussion questions and other classroom activities 

completed throughout a unit of study.  Summative assessments will look similar to 

tests from previous grades/school years and will include any major projects           

completed.   

 

 



The Leader in Me  

This year I will be working with students to build leadership skills.  The “Leader in Me - 7 Habits of 

Happy Kids” is a model and process that empowers students with the leadership and life skills 

they need to thrive in the 21st century.  It includes principles and practices of personal,             

interpersonal, and organizational effectiveness.  The Leader in Me focuses on students learning 

the following 21st century skills: Student self-confidence * Teamwork * Initiative * Responsibility    * 

*Communication * Creativity * Self-direction * Leadership * Problem solving * Social etiquette.  

This is done through a focus on 7 habits.  We will discuss these habits often in class, spending 

time reflecting on our behaviors and situations to build these skills, creating our own happy    

habits and becoming leaders. Each habit includes a set of “I” statements to help students learn 

the habits and use for reflection. 
 

Habit 1:  Be Proactive * You’re in Charge 

I am a responsible person. 
I take initiative. 
I choose my actions, attitudes, and moods. 
I do not blame others for my wrong actions. 
I do the right thing without being asked, even when no one is looking. 
I help create an environment that’s best for everyone to learn. 
 

Habit 2:  Begin  With the End in Mind * Have a Plan 

I plan ahead and set goals. 
I do things that have meaning and make a difference. 
I am an important part of my classroom. 
I look for ways to be a good citizen. 
 

Habit 3:  Put First Things First * Work First, Then Play 

I spend my time on things that are most important. 
This means I say no to things I know I should not do. 
I set priorities, make a schedule, and follow my plan. 
I am organized. 

Habit 4: Think  Win-Win * Everyone Can Win 

I balance courage for getting what I want with consideration for what others want. 
I am a “bucket filler”. 
When conflicts arise, I look for alternatives and ways to compromise. 

 
Habit 5:  Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood * Listen 
Before You Talk 

I listen to other people’s ideas and feelings. 
I try to see things from other’s viewpoints. 
I listen to others without interrupting. 
I am confident in voicing my ideas respectfully. 
I look people in the eyes when talking. 



The Leader in Me  

Habit 6: Synergize* Together  is Better 

I value other people’s strengths and learn from them. 
I get along well with others, even people who are different from 

me. 
I work well in groups. 
I seek out other people’s ideas to solve problems because I know 

that by teaming with others, we can create better solutions than 

alone. 
I am humble. 

 
Habit 7: Sharpen the Saw *Balance Feels Best 

I take care of my body by eating right, exercising, and getting 

sleep. 
I spend time with family and friends. 
I learn in lots of ways and lots of places, not just at school. 
I find meaningful ways to help others. 

 

Class Dojo 

Students will have the opportunity to earn and lose points related to these 7 habits with the 

computer program “Class Dojo.”  Students will not earn or lose points for the first few days as 

we learn about and discuss the 7 habits.  Use the information below to connect to your stu-

dents’ Class Dojo account.  



Homework—Math & Reading/Language Vouchers 

The purpose of Math and Reading-Language Vouchers is to provide  students with time to 

focus on what is need for their own academic growth and success.  This will be a majority 

of the homework for students throughout the year.  Reading-Language time can also be 

used to practice/review/study for Science and Social Studies.  Each week, students should 

work for a total of 60 minutes in Reading-Language and Math, but this time can be broken 

up in a way that best fits your student’s needs.  For the first couple weeks, we will list          

examples of skills that can be focused on together as a class.  They will be directly related 

to the skills we are currently focusing on in class.  As we move through the school year, 

these focus skills can change based on your student’s progress and needs.  As to how 

these skills are practiced, that is up to you and your student.  Listed below are some         

examples for both math and reading.  

Possible Resources Available:   

• Online practice found under my Weebly webpage (cappsclass161.weebly.com) 

• Discussion questions  

• Writing sentences with vocabulary words 

• Student-created quiz, questions, game, etc. 

• Board games related to reading skills 

• Think Central (Mega Math Games, Animated Math Models, Interactive Student Edition) 

• Games/Online practice from my Weebly webpage (cappsclass161.weebly.com) 

• Practice problems on a dry-erase board 

• Worksheets from classroom fodlers 

• Student-created problems 

• Games  from drawers at school or other games related to math skills 

• You can also use websites/apps that you find that are related to these skills.  Please 

share these with me! :)   

**Please contact me if you have any additional questions/concerns!** 


