
  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the Principal: 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Where did the school year go? I cannot believe we are down to just a few weeks. 
Thank you for all your support this school year!  

Staff and Teacher Appreciation Week May 6 – 10 
Our teachers and staff work very hard all year to nurture and educate your child. 
Please take some time to reach out to our teachers and staff to share your 
appreciation for all they do.   

Registration 
If you have not already done so, please register your child for the 2024-2025 school 
year. If you will be transferring out of our district or transferring to a different school 
in our district, please call the Indian Trail Office at 815-469-6993 and notify of us of 
your intent. This will help with planning for the upcoming school year.  
 
Classroom Requests 
Please know, I do not take requests for specific teachers. If you would like to email 
me the characteristics you would like to see in your child’s teacher, I will take that 
into consideration.  
 
Events 
Please watch your emails for information pertaining to any of our upcoming events. 
Off to the side are important dates to be sure to enter into your calendar. We have 
some exciting things occurring and would love for you to be part of it, pending your 
schedule.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Mrs. Wright 
 

General Information:  School Office Hours:  8:35 a.m. – 3:50 p.m. 
               Student Attendance Hours:  9:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

 
Student Recess/Lunch Times:  1st/2nd grades 11:45 a.m.-12:25 p.m. 

             3rd/4th grades 12:30 p.m.-1:10 p.m. 
 

   INDIAN TRAIL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

 
 

 Home of the Trailblazers 

May 2024 Newsletter 

 

 

Contact us at: 

 
 

 20912 S. Frankfort Square Road 
Frankfort, IL  60423 

815/469-6993 
FAX:  815/806-8352 

 
www.summithill.org 

Important Dates in 
May: 
May 1 – NWEA testing window 
opens 
May 1 – IT/FS Baseball and Family 
Book Fair Night 
May 3 – 2nd gr. Muffins with Mom 
May 6-10 – Teacher/Staff 
Appreciation Week 
May 6 – SCO (zoom) mtg. 
May 6 – 1st gr. Field Trip 
May 7 – 4th gr. Step-up Day  
May 10 – IT/FS Slammers 
Baseball Game 
May 13 – PBIS Store (all week) 
May 14 – 3rd gr. Living Museum 
May 15 – School Board Meeting 
May 16- 3rd gr. K-9 visit 
May 17 – Last day to check out 
library books 
May 20 – FS/IT  
May 21 – Olympic End of Year 
Project Walk through 
May 22 – PBIS – Olympic Closing 
Ceremonies 
May 24 – 4th gr. Awards & Party 
May 27 –No School/Memorial Day 
May 29 – Field Day 
May 30 – Last day of School 
(full day) 
May 31 – Teacher Institute Day 
 

 
 



 

Absent Notification 
• Please report your child’s absence by 9:10 AM the day of the absence. 
• Homework requests need to be called in by 11:30 AM for same day pick-up. 
• Any school work due to vacation absence will be given once the child returns. 

 
Lunch Procedure 

• Please remember to send a lunch with your child daily. Be sure the lunch is labeled with 
the child’s name. 

• Your child will need to bring a spoon and/or fork, as utensils are not provided.  
• If a lunch is forgotten, parents may drop off a lunch on the cart in the vestibule outside 

the office by 11:40.  Please have the child’s name and teacher’s name clearly labeled. 
• Children will go outside for recess daily. As the weather begins to change, please be sure 

to send your child with a sweatshirt or light jacket to get them through the fall months. 
  
School Support 

• Box Tops for Education, Capri Sun pouches, pop tabs, old plastic gift cards, old cell 
phones, eye glasses, plastic bags, empty scotch tape and Elmer’s empty glue bottles are 
collected to benefit our school. Please send them to school in a bag with your child’s name 
and teacher’s name 

• Any new school supply donations, new books, new toys, etc. for our PBIS store are 
welcome and appreciated all year long.  

 
Communication 

• Please maintain regular communication with our teachers. 
• Follow chain of command if you are experiencing any concern or issues relating to your 

child. 
 
Volunteer  

• The district has the Raptor Visitor Management System in place at all schools. Every 
visitor will be instantly screened. You will be screened each time you visit the building to 
volunteer.  

• You will need to show a State ID or Driver’s License every time you volunteer. 
 

 

General Information:    School Office Hours:  8:35 a.m. – 3:50 p.m. 
               Student Attendance Hours:  9:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

 
Student Recess/Lunch Times:  1st/2nd grades 11:45 a.m.-12:25 p.m. 

             3rd/4th grades 12:30 p.m.-1:10 p.m. 
 

General Information:    School Office Hours:  8:35 a.m. – 3:50 p.m. 
               Student Attendance Hours:  9:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

 
Student Recess/Lunch Times:  1st/2nd grades 11:45 a.m.-12:25 p.m. 

             3rd/4th grades 12:35 p.m.-1:15 p.m. 
 



Indian Trail is a Bully Free Zone 

We at Indian Trail EXPECT RESPECT in all areas of the school. We work hard to ensure a safe, 
nurturing, and positive climate for all students and staff. It is imperative that you help us 
maintain an environment that is conducive to learning and free from bullying behaviors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can we do together to PREVENT bullying behavior? 

• Create clearly defined expectations  
• Teach social skills and tolerance early 
• Foster positive relationships and environments 
• Empower students to support and respect each other  
• Set the right examples for students to follow 
• Consistent and informed communication between home and school 

                  TYPES OF BULLYING 

Verbal Bullying-usually consists of 
teasing, mocking, spreading rumors, 
lying about others. Bullying comments 
may focus on outer appearance. But to 
be bullying it must occur more than one 
time. 

Emotional/Social Bullying- uses peer 
pressure and manipulation to isolate the 
target and to hurt their feelings. The 
victim usually feels that they have no 
friends, no one to talk to, and no way to 
escape.  

Physical Bullying- Consists of pushing, 
tripping, hitting, or acting like you are 
going to push, trip or hit another.  

Cyber Bullying – Includes written or 
electronic communication directed to 
another to cause fear, emotional, or 
psychological harm. 

WHAT IS BULLYING? 

Any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or 
conduct, including communications made in writing 
or electronically, directed toward a student or 
students that has or can be reasonably predicted to 
have the effect of one or more of the following:  

• Placing a student in reasonable fear of his/her 
personal property or 

 
• Causing substantially detrimental effect on the 

student’s physical or mental health or 
 

• Substantially interfering with the student’s 
academic performance or  

 
• Substantially interfering with the student’s ability 

to participate in services, activities, or privileges 
provided by a school 

 
• Cyber Bullying includes written or electronic 

communication directed to another to 
cause fear, physical emotional or 
psychological harm.  

 



Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 
 

• Student Drop-off time is 8:45-8:59 (no staff supervision prior to 8:45) 
• Students may not play on recess equipment before school without a parent/guardian 

present to supervise  
• From 8:45-8:59, students enter the school using doors 15 and 11 
• Students arriving after the 9:00 tardy bell MUST enter the school through the main 

entrance with an adult 
• First Graders exit door 15 
• Second Graders exit door 11 
• Third Graders exit door 11 
• Fourth Graders with their siblings exit door 10 and are picked up in the back parking lot 
• Post your child’s first and last name on the passenger side of the car 
• Always remain in your car while in the circle drive 
• Form two lines until you come to the first turn 
• You will begin to merge in one at a time (unless staff are there to direct) 
• Pull forward as far as you can 
• Cell phone use while driving is prohibited in school zones (this includes the school lot) 
• If you walk, please stand on the sidewalk closest to the school sign and wait for your 

child 
• Congregating by school exit doors is not allowed 
• Follow all directions by the staff 
• Be respectful to all Trailblazer students and staff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



More detailed Arrival and Dismissal Information 

Indian Trail Student Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 

Student Drop-off at Indian Trail will be from 8:45-8:59. There is no guaranteed supervision for children arriving 
before 8:45, so please do not drop children off earlier than 8:45.  

We are continuing with our previous practice for arrival and dismissal. Please know the process will take 
longer in the beginning, but we will work to streamline as the year progresses. Please refrain from planning 
appointments or meetings around the time of arrival and dismissal. I would not want you to be late for those 
appointments, as I cannot predict how long it will take for some students to enter and exit the building.   

From 8:45-8:59, students will enter the school utilizing doors 15 and 11.  

Students arriving after the 9:00 tardy bell MUST enter the school through the main entrance with an adult (by 
the flagpole). All other doors are closed and locked at 9:00 for security purposes.  

Parents will drop off their children in the “circle drive” located on the north side of the building. You must 
remain in your vehicle at all times while in the circle drive. Your child will remain in your vehicle until 8:45 
when staff members exit the building to allow students to enter. You will form two lines until you come to the 
first turn. There will be a staff member there to merge you into one line. After the merge, PARENTS ARE TO 
PULL AS FAR FORWARD AS POSSIBLE between the cones to drop off their children. Please pay attention to the 
staff directing you. Students may exit the vehicle as soon as the sidewalk begins even if they are not right at 
the school door. The longer you wait to let them out, the later they will be for class. When parents cooperate 
with staff, we do not have drop-off safety concerns and traffic flow moves seamlessly.  

Please post your child’s first and last name in the passenger side of the window for both arrival and 
dismissal. If your child is a new student to the school, please post “New Student” on the sheet, as well. This 
will allow us to group your child(ren) with other new students and escort them to class.  

At dismissal, you will follow the same procedure as arrival. Your children will remain in the building and will be 
called to exit the building based on your position in the circle drive. A staff member will exit the building 
around 3:15 to start calling in the order of names from your window sign. Please have your signs posted 
clearly on the passenger side and leave them in place until your child enters the vehicle.  

If your child walks to school or brings their bike, they must not arrive prior to 8:40. They can lock up their bike 
and line up on the yellow line prior to entry. Parents are not allowed to congregate by any door.  You may 
watch your child from a safe distance. If by door 11 (near bike rack), parents must stand by the baseball field. 
If by door 15, parents must stand on the sidewalk furthest from the door. Please note, parking lots will be 
closed off and you are not allowed to park on school property during arrival and dismissal.  

Parents are not allowed to stop along Frankfort Square Road to drop off or pick up their children. The curbs 
are clearly painted yellow, and signage indicates “No Parking.” The Will County Sheriff’s Deputies informed the 
school they intend to be regularly present and issue tickets to violators. Most important, it is essential that 
vehicles do not park or stop curbside in this zone since it restricts driver and pedestrian visibility.  



Please also be aware that Frankfort Square Road by the school and the school parking lots are cell phone free. 
This is state law. The deputies can issue tickets to drivers using cell phones in school zones. We do take down 
license plates of those not following the state law. This is to protect the students and staff.  

Parents are not to use the driveway or parking lot on the south side of building (at Inverary Rd).  This is for 
staff parking and buses only.  

Children that walk to school will only cross the street at the Frankfort Square Rd/Acorn Ridge intersection 
accompanied by the crossing guard. Students are not to cross the street at Hickory Creek/Frankfort Square Rd 
intersection (in front of the school) without a parent or guardian escorting them.  

Please refrain from walking along the sidewalk along the circle drive during our arrival and dismissal process. I 
need this area clear for students and staff to safely distance from one another, as well as prevent any unsafe 
conditions.  

I understand that your little ones might like to run around while they are waiting, please do not allow them to 
run through the landscaping or play by the school sign.  

Pets are only allowed on the sidewalk closest to Frankfort Square Road.  

Thank you for your understanding. I look forward to an outstanding year with you and your child! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First graders became emotion experts through a thrilling March Madness-themed competition! Our 
first graders got a boost to their social-emotional learning (SEL) thanks to a fantastic collection of 
books assembled by our the first-grade team and our social workers, Mrs. McCarthy and Mrs. 
Sopha. These books will help students navigate their feelings and become problem-solving 
superstars! Every day, they enjoyed a captivating SEL story read aloud in class, sparking discussions 
about the valuable lessons within. Students logged into Schoology every two days to cast a vote 
for their favorite book out of the last two read. This exciting competition whittled down their initial 
Sweet Sixteen collection to the Elite Eight, Final Four, and ultimately, Championship Final! 
 
The suspense built as all first-grade classes gathered in the library for the big reveal. With great 
excitement, Ms. Roy unwrapped several boxes to unveil the champion book – the one that captured 
the hearts (and votes) of the students.  It was none other than Be Brave Little Penguin!  First graders 
had a blast learning about social emotional learning in this format! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Solar Eclipse proved to be quite a special event for students at Indian Trail School! 
Second graders learned all about how the eclipse happens, how to prepare for one, 
and most importantly, how to protect their eyes! 

Second graders went outside several different times to see the eclipse at the 
beginning, middle, and end. As you can tell by the pictures below, students TRULY 
enjoyed this amazing phenomenon! 

 



 

 

  

 
 
The third-grade students at Indian Trail worked very hard to get prepared for their first 
state standardized test, IAR (Illinois Assessment of Readiness). Students prepared for the 
tests in a fun and engaging way. Each student read rigorous, high-level thinking passages 
(CARNIVAL THEMED) and then answered text-dependent questions, multiple choice 
questions, short responses, and matching questions to earn carnival tickets. The difficulty 
of the questions allowed students to earn different amounts of tickets. These tickets will 
be used to play various carnival games to celebrate all their hard work.  
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
After all their test prep, third grade students were ready to take their “IARRRRR.” They 
enjoyed pirate themed treats for each day of testing courtesy of the SCO. THANK YOU! 
Students also enjoyed pirate stories, library collections, and activities to keep their spirits 
up during all their testing. THEY DID AN AMAZING JOB ON EACH TEST AND WE 
COULDN’T BE PROUDER OF THEM!!! 
 

 

Jake and Wyatt practicing for IAR. 

 

 

Savannah and Mila are having fun 
practicing! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students from Mrs. Plese’s class pose as pirates in 
front of their treasure map. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Wandersen’s crew 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students have been working so hard to prepare for their state testing, both in class as well as 
at home. The fourth graders transformed into SUPERHERO TEST TAKERS to take on the IAR tests 
in both ELA and Math. They did such an amazing job staying determined and powering through 
each day of testing. The students then enjoyed a special “End of IAR Testing Lunch” this month. 
They were able to bring in a blanket to have a special “pizza picnic” in the fourth-grade wing. This 
was a fun time for the kiddos to unwind after a long few weeks! We are so proud of our fourth 
graders and enjoyed having some time to sit with them and just enjoy some down time together. 

 
 



Indian Trail PE News 
In Physical Education class at Indian Trail School, we started our racquet unit. The main 

racquet sports we focused on included: tennis, badminton, pickleball, and lacrosse. The first 
day we introduced each racket that we will be using as well as proper technique in holding and 

using each racket. We incorporated each racket into a different station where students we 
able to get familiar with the piece of equipment, so students would be more successful the 

rest of the racket unit. 

 

The rest of the week, we played a game called Champion Challenge where students will 
be able to practice their racket skills we talked about the previous day into a game like 

situation. Students would play games best of 3, which will give everyone ample opportunities 
to participate at each court with different types of equipment. Students were engaged, 

practicing and honing their racquet skills throughout one verses one mini games. 
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 August 31: Curriculum Night Book Fair*   January 12: Treat Day    
 January 19:  Mother/Son Night* 
 January 26:  Hot Lunch*     

 

 September 21:  Activity Night*   
 September 25: Unfundraiser Kicks Off  
 September 29:  Treat Day 

 February 2:  Winter Carnival* 
 February 14:  Candy Grams 
 February 15:  Treat Day   

 October 20:  Treat Day 
 October 20:  Daddy/Daughter Dance*  
 October 27:  Hot Lunch*    
 October 31:  Fall Fest*  

 March 7:  Activity Night* 
 March 15:  Treat Day 
 March 21:  Hot Lunch* 

 

 November 16:  Treat Day   
 November 30:   Hot Lunch* 
 November TBD:  S&T Fundraiser 

 April TBD:  Scholastic Book Fair* 
 April 19:  Treat Day 
 April 26:  Hot Lunch* 

 December 19-21:  Holiday Shop*   May 24:  Fourth Grade Party/Awards* 
 May 29:  Field Day* 

Email ITSCO161@gmail.com with any questions. 

* Parent volunteers will be needed for this event. Details on how to sign up to volunteer will be sent via email 
closer to the event date.  

Event dates are subject to change. 



 

 

 

 

 
Summit Hill District 161 
2023-24 District Calendar 

 

August 21 & 22.................................................................................................Teacher Institute Days 
August 23...............................................................................................................First Day of School 
September 4.....................................................................................................Labor Day - No School 
October 6....……………..……...................................1/2 Day School in AM/PM Teacher In-service 
October 9 .................................................................................................Columbus Day - No School 
November 17 ………………………….…………....1/2 Day School in AM/PM Teacher In-service 
November 20 & 21........................................................Parent/Teacher Conference Day - No School  
November 22-24...........................................................................Thanksgiving Holiday - No School 
December 22................................................................1/2 Day School in AM/PM Teacher Inservice 
December 25 – January 5…...........................................................................................Holiday Break 
January 8.....................................................................................Classes resume after Holiday Break 
January 15.......................................................................Martin Luther King’s Birthday - No School 
February 16................................................................1/2 Day School in AM/PM Teacher In-service 
February 19.............................................................................................President’s Day - No School 
March 4 ……………………………………………………..……..Casimir Pulaski Day-No School 
March 25 – April 1..….….………..……….……….………….….……………………Spring Break 
April 2 ...........................................................................................Classes resume after Spring Break 
April 24 ……………...………………………….…..1/2 Day School in AM/PM Teacher In-service 
May 27 …………………………………………………….……….…….Memorial Day-No School 
May 30 ……………………………………………….……..Last Day of School without snow days  
May 31…..…………………………………………………………………………Teacher Institute  
June 7 ………………………………………………………..…Last Day if all snow days are used 

 
 

 
 
 
          
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
Approved:  February 15, 2023 


