
Types of Sentences 

ELA 

Ducharme 

There are several different types of sentences, and it is important to understand their components and 
how to punctuate them. 

A simple sentence is also known as an independent clause and contains the following parts: 

1 subject (S) + 1 verb (V). 

It has one complete thought.  

The subject is the who / what is doing something. 

The verb is the action or state of being. 

Example: The boy ran.  ‘Boy’ is the subject, and ‘ran’ is the verb. This makes the pattern S + V.  

In order to add more information to a sentence, we can combine 2 independent clauses and add a 
comma and a coordinating conjunction. This allows the reading / writing to flow and not feel so choppy. 

A coordinating conjunction can be used to join two independent clauses. They are commonly known as 
FANBOYS because they follow the acronym: 

For 

And 

But 

Or 

Yet 

So 

The boy ran        , and                   his sister followed behind him. 

          S   +  V        , conjunction              S      +     V          

Rule: Together this is called a compound sentence because it has two independent clauses and two 
complete thoughts joined by a coordinating conjunction. 

This example shows that there is 1 independent clause followed by a comma and a FANBOY and then 
another independent clause. Short, simple sentences can be boring and choppy, and at the seventh-
grade level, it is better to try more complex sentences.  

Here is another example. 

Several students wrote in their journals, but   I wrote on a piece of paper. 

                    S       +   V                                , conjunction         S  + V 



Rule: It is important to remember that a comma comes before the FANBOYS when two independent 
clauses are used together. 

There is also a term called dependent clause. This also contains 1 subject and 1 verb, but it does not 
have a complete thought. A dependent clause will start with a word(s) that are called subordinating 
conjunctions. Here are some common examples of subordinating conjunctions: 

If, although, because, since, as long as, when. 

Let’s look at one example. 

If I buy a new puppy,  

If – subordinating conjunction 

I – subject 

Buy- verb. 

This dependent clause cannot stand alone because it is not a complete thought. It needs more 
information to make it complete. It needs another independent clause. Let’s add one on. 

I will need to buy additional supplies. 

I – another subject 

Will need – another verb. 

Now we can put the whole thing together.  

If I buy a new puppy, I will need to buy additional supplies.  

Rule: One dependent clause + an independent clause is known as a complex sentence. 

Rule: Notice there is a comma after the dependent clause. 

The order of the clauses can be switched. 

I will need to buy additional supplies if I buy a new puppy. 

Rule: If the independent clause comes first, do not add a comma. 

So, common formulas for complex sentences are as follows: 

Subordinating conjunction + S + V + comma + S + V. or 

S + V + subordinating conjunction + S + V.  

Included in this packet are a power point on clauses and a sheet to practice.  

 

 

 



 

 


